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Town Council passes Final Operating Budget during Regular Meeting of Council 
 
Town Council passed the Final Operating Budget for 2022 during the Regular Meeting of Council on February 9th. Following 
thorough deliberation, Council’s priorities for the 2022 Budget will provide for the sustainable and efficient operation of Town 
services, and support Council’s long-term vision for Drayton Valley. 
 
Town operations cover a wide range of municipal functions, including water treatment and utility services, fire and protective 
services, Public Works activities such as road and parks maintenance, facility operations including power and heating costs, 
ice maintenance at the Omniplex, and the day-to-day operations at the pool and Early Childhood Development Centre. 
Council’s priorities are focused on continuing to provide the service levels expected by the community, and ensuring residents 
enjoy a high quality of life in Drayton Valley. In addition, the sustainable management of Town infrastructure, and responsible 
use of tax dollars was incorporated into the 2022 Budget. 
 
In order to continue offering a high standard of service, and ensure the community’s assets are properly maintained, Town 
Council passed the Operating Budget with a proposed tax increase of 2.5%. It was important to Council that the tax rate be 
kept as low as possible to minimize the impact to residents while being mindful of the necessary revenues required to plan 
appropriately for the future and allow Administration to continue with regular operations and scheduled maintenance.  
 
Like most businesses and municipalities across the country, the Town of Drayton Valley is contending with the rising costs 
of goods and services due to inflation; the cost of doing business, maintaining services, and looking after infrastructure, 
roads, parks, and amenities is increasing. Following a 10% reduction in taxes in 2019, prior to which taxes hadn’t been 
increased since 2017, or raised since, it is paramount that Town revenues keep pace to avoid being behind in the future, 
and ensuring the Town remains set up for success. Of the proposed 2.5% tax increase, 0.5% will be attributed to a 
sustainable tax levy which will see the sustainable management of Town infrastructure and assets, while the remaining 2% 
will go towards operating expenses and service delivery. 
 
Within the 2022 Operating Budget, residents can expect increased funding for snow removal activities, desludging of the 
lagoons at the Water Treatment Plant that will reduce odours experienced by nearby residents, and the installation of four 
lighted crosswalk signs to improve safety at current crosswalks. In addition, the new Aquatic Facility, set to open in the fall of 
2022, will be included as part of the Town’s future infrastructure and expenses.  
 
As part of the 2022 Capital Budget passed in December 2021, Town Council allocated additional funding to the new Aquatic 
Facility and anticipates its opening with a waterslide and bouldering wall included, following significant feedback received 
from the community. In addition to the new Aquatic Facility, residents can also expect several other important projects to be 
completed this year, including sidewalk replacements and walking trail improvements, improvements to sections of 50th Ave, 
upgrades to the audio/visual equipment at the CETC and the MacKenzie Conference Centre, expanding the landfill to meet 
future needs, expansion of the Meraw storm pond, and a new Command Truck for the Fire Department.  
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Planning for the community’s future needs was at the forefront of Budget discussions for 2022. Town Council is working to 
set Drayton Valley up for success and aligning priorities and tax dollars in a meaningful and mindful way. 
 
“As the new year gets fully underway, I look forward to the positive momentum of our community, and the continued work 
that makes Drayton Valley such a great place to live, work, and play,” said Mayor Nancy Dodds. “We understand that the 
last few years have been hard on our community; but my Council and I are looking forward to the future and are excited 
about the direction Drayton Valley is headed.” 
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