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Drayton Valley’s 2021 Interim Budget focuses 
on economic diversification while keeping residents top of mind 

 
 
December 9, 2020 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Town Council approved the Interim Budget for 2021 at a Special Meeting of 
Council on Wednesday, December 9, 2020.  Following a difficult year, Town Council has reprioritized capital 
and operational expenses and will be focusing on core service delivery as well as key initiatives that drive 
economic diversification while continuing to hold taxation at 0%.  In 2021 Town Council is also set to deliver 
on a number of priorities leading into the election year. 
 
2020 presented many challenges to the Town as well as many other municipalities across Alberta and Canada 
as the economy has been slow to recover from the economic downturn and has been further impacted by 
COVID-19.  Over the last year, Town Council made a firm commitment to support the community through 
changes to the 2020 budget.  Spending on capital projects was increased by $2 million in an effort to “Get 
Drayton Valley Back to Work” with projects tailored to the resources available locally.  In addition to this, 
Town Council implemented several financial relief measures for residents including deferrals on utility and tax 
bills as well as refunding business license fees, a five percent rebate was also offered to residents who paid 
their taxes in full by June 30, 2020.   

Being mindful and sensitive to the limited financial capacity and resources of businesses and homeowners, 
the 2021 Interim Budget reflects Town Council’s continued commitment to supporting the community amid 
these challenging and uncertain times.   The Interim Budget includes a zero percent increase in municipal 
taxes which still carries a 10% reduction from previous years.  The final decision will be made in the spring 
following a review of the provincial budget, Brazeau Foundation’s requisition, the Alberta School Foundation 
Fund requisition, which account for thirty three percent of property taxes, as well as the establishment of 
Brazeau County’s tax rates.  With 2021 set to be a planning year, Town Council directed Administration to 
reduce spending and focus on projects and initiatives that diversify the local economy as well as maintaining 
and improving core service delivery.  Following a rigorous review of operational functions and capital projects, 
the 2021 budget was reduced by $1.5 million.  In an effort to keep expenses down and to allow Town Council 
to maintain existing taxation levels, Administration eliminated vacant positions, saving on wage expenses and 
also rescheduled non-critical capital projects for completion over the next few years.   

As Town Council looks to the future, continued efforts will be made to support existing industry through 
provincial and federal advocacy while pursuing strategies and initiatives that diversify Drayton Valley’s 
economy.  Strides have been made to lobby the province on key elements that advance Council’s objectives 
that will set Drayton Valley up for success, including positive momentum in the hemp industry and in 
education.   Working with business leaders, Town Council was proud to endorse a local project that positions 
Drayton Valley as a critical component in Canada’s hemp supply chain. Town Council is also creating an 
environment for economic growth and job creation through post-secondary education. Two new partnerships 
were announced in 2020 with Northern Lakes College and the University of Alberta Faculty of Extension who 
expanded their service area to include Drayton Valley and the surrounding region with online classes starting 
in early 2021.  Town Administration has also been directed to cultivate additional partnerships with other major 
institutions to expand course offerings, making education more accessible in rural Alberta.  Investing in 
education allows for the reskilling and development of the local workforce which will attract families and 
students to the area and promote economic growth in the community. 
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Spending on capital projects is being reduced in 2021 following a busy construction season in 2020 which 
saw the completion of several major infrastructure projects such as the south sanitary trunk line, the 
rehabilitation of the Ring Road, improvements to the UFA road as well as upgrades to Sunrise Park, Little 
Lions playground, the addition of the Sunrise Pond trail system and the Pump Track.  Capital spending in 2021 
will include the replacement of the pedestrian bridge near the Omniplex, a columbarium at the cemetery, 
improvements at the RV campground as well as the yearly maintenance program for roads, sidewalks and 
trails.   

Retaining or increasing core service delivery & seasonal maintenance to residents will be a key focus in 2021.  
Administration has reviewed maintenance schedules and will be making adjustments wherever possible to 
improve road conditions and ensure parks and greenspaces are pristine.  Town Council is supporting these 
efforts by approving the purchase of new equipment that can be adapted to the change in season and are 
dual purpose.  Old equipment is being replaced which will save on maintenance costs and improve response 
time. 

As announced during Council’s first year in office, Administration was directed to pursue and secure grant 
funding to offset the cost of capital projects, allowing tax dollars to be reallocated to maintaining or enhancing 
service levels to residents and supporting other initiatives in the community.  Holding firm on this commitment, 
the Town was successful in securing grant funding on two major projects set to begin in 2021.  73% of the 
funding required for the wastewater lagoon rehabilitation are being funded through provincial and federal 
grants totaling $1.7 million, a further $395,000 will be saved by using in house consulting expertise. Following 
a significant funding announcement from the federal government in 2020, a $7.5 million grant was received 
allowing construction on the new Aquatic Facility to proceed with preparations on the building site already 
underway.   With Town Councils commitment of $5 million to the project and Brazeau County’s contribution 
of $5 million, this will be the first major recreation facility to be built in the region in the last 20 years.  Investing 
in a large recreation project at this time is more important than ever, these facilities provide needed recreation 
for children and families and also serve as an important community hub where meaningful connections are 
made.  Amenities of this scale attract newcomers and families to the area and make Drayton Valley an 
attractive community to live, work and invest. 

“I am incredibly proud of the work that was achieved this year, stated Mayor Michael Doerksen.  “By injecting 
an additional $2 million into capital spending we were able to provide work to our local contractors which in 
turn increased spending in our town.  The work that we have been able to do in the last year to support our 
business community is putting Drayton Valley on the map and is changing the narrative from negative to 
positive.  2020 proved to be a challenging year but through smart planning and appropriate spending, we 
have been able to weather the storm and have come out better than most small communities in Alberta.  We 
have built our 2021 Interim Budget based on a 0% increase in taxation and have prioritized operational and 
capital expenses in order to maintain the Town’s healthy financial status.  While we can’t predict what 2021 
has in store for us, one thing I know for sure is that residents will be kept top of mind and we will continue to 
pull together for the good of the community.” 
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